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25 Years of God’s Faithfulness —by Joe Keim

This year marks 25 years since God called
us into ministry, and as you are aware,
our recent ministry updates have taken a
different direction than usual. I've shared
about my relationship with my father and
some of the things that have happened
between us in recent years. | realize we
couldn’t tell the whole story all at once,
and | appreciate your patience and kind-

ness through it all.

As we continue to celebrate 25 years, |
want to share another story, one that
took place around the time this ministry

was just getting started in 2000.

| had just surrendered to go into the min-
istry. We had very few details about what
a ministry to the Amish would look like,
but | did know one thing for sure: God
was calling us to take the gospel to our
people, the Amish and former Amish.
One of the first places we went to speak
was Community Bible Church in Mans-
field, Ohio. That Wednesday evening, |
shared from the depths of my heart what

God was laying on my soul.

After the service, | met Tom Parsons.
Tom was already an older man at the
time, but he had immediately gained a
burden for what God was calling us to do.
| didn’t fully understand it then, but over
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time, | began to see that while God was
calling us to preach the gospel, He was
also calling others, people like Tom, to

come alongside and support the ministry.

God called Tom to be a donor. Just as
surely as He called us to preach the gos-
pel and disciple Amish people, He called
Tom to give. Over the years, I've met
many others like him, men and women
who say, “We pray for you every single
day.” Tom Raney, who lives in the state
of Virginia, is one of those called-out
prayer warriors. I've never met Tom
Raney in person, but he faithfully sends
me a Facebook message every couple of
weeks to remind me he’s praying for us.
He has for many years.
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Tom Parsons was one of those faithful
called of God partners. He began giving
$50 a month and continued to do so year
after year. A few times each year, he and
his wife would visit the ministry. They
often sat with me and wept, thankful
that God had allowed them to play a part

in reaching the Amish.

| remember visiting Tom at his home one
year. We prayed together and thanked
God for all He was doing through his
faithfulness. Years later, when Tom’s
debit card expired and a couple of
monthly donations were missing, Tom
came to the office right away to catch up.
He said, “Joe, I'll never let that happen
again.” And he didn't.

This past Tuesday evening, we attended
Tom Parsons’ funeral service. His son,
Ron, called to let us know he had finished
his race and gone home to heaven. He

said, “Dad really loved your ministry.”

At the funeral, | asked someone to point
out Ron, and when | saw him in the back,
he waved, and we hugged. We talked for
a while about his father’s love for Mis-
sion to Amish People and the many souls
who came to Christ through his giving.
That’s when Ron said something that
very much touched my heart:
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“Joe, | told my father that when he stops
giving, I'll start giving. When he goes to
heaven, I'll carry on what he was doing.”
And that’s exactly what Ron has done. He
picked up where his father left off and
has begun supporting the ministry with
that same burden and calling from God.

What moves me most is not the amount

of the monthly donation; it’s the calling

that God places on all of us. God called
both Tom and now Ron to be part of His
work. And because of them, and so many
others that God has called over the past
25 years, we have been able to reach
tens of thousands of Amish people with
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Thousands of Amish people have placed
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ be-

cause faithful partners like Tom and Ron
answered God’s call to give, to pray, and

to stand with us.

| am grateful to God first, and then to
every one who has joined us on this jour-
ney. Together, we have become an army
of Christian soldiers, standing strong for
the cause of Christ and pressing forward

until the whole world hears the message.

A Season of Blessing and Growth —by Samuel Girod

It's hard to be-
lieve how quick-
ly this year has
God

been so

gone by!
has
good to us. On
July 17th, He
blessed our
family with a
precious baby M
boy, Seth Michael. We are so thankful for
God’s goodness and the joy that little

Seth has brought to our home.

In early October, we traveled to Kansas
for ministry. On the way, we visited Pol-
ly’s brother Ezra, her dad, and brother
Rudy, as well as two of my aunts in Sey-
mour, Missouri. We also stopped in Par-
sons, Kansas, to visit my Amish cousins
before presenting the ministry at Old
Fashion Baptist Church in Independence
and later at Hillcrest Bible Baptist Church

in Ark City. Both services were such a

blessing. We made new friends, and it
was encouraging to see how the Lord
used the messages to stir hearts. Many
people shared how they were challenged
and now feel burdened to witness to the

Amish in their area.

Another highlight of this year has been a
virtual Thursday evening Bible study with
a former Amish couple in New York.
When we began, the wife was unsure of
her salvation. After several months of
studying God’s Word, she joyfully said, “I
know 100% for sure that I'm going to
heaven.” What a blessing to see how the
Word of God and the Holy Spirit bring
clarity where there is confusion. As Jesus
said, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth” (John 16:13).

This fall also brought a special memory.
Rebecca and | took a short trip to Prince
Edward Island and toured the Anne of

Green Gables Museum. Spending that

day together reminded me how quickly
my children are growing up and how im-
portant it is to slow down, listen, give
each one my undivided attention, and
invest in their hearts. | fall short at times,

but | thank God for the opportunity to be

present in their lives.

We came home feeling refreshed and
thankful for all that God is doing in our
ministry, in our family, and in the lives of
those He’s allowing us to reach. Thank
you for your continued prayers and sup-
port. Because of your partnership, we
can keep sharing the Gospel and seeing
lives changed through Christ.
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If you would like to support
Mission to Amish People,
Scan this QR or go to:
https://bit.ly/GeneralFund-MAP

Information and Registration at:

StepOutOfTheBoat.org
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