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—by Joe Keim and Larry Lepard

Dear Friend:

I want to introduce you to Tyler and
Justice Dick. They recently moved in at
New Beginnings Homestead and have
begun serving a two-month internship.

The couple finished two years at Word
of Life Bible Institute in Schroon Lake,
NY and are now ready to put their
education and spiritual gifts into action.

While Tyler will serve most of his time
at our home church, Justice will serve
her time with the MAP ministry. If the
two-month internship works out for the
Dicks and us, we will make a two-year
commitment to each other.

We are thankful and value all the
prayers you have offered on our behalf
and would greatly appreciate your
continued prayer as we move forward.

In the meantime, don't hesitate to
contact us if you know of any single
women who have left the Amish and
need a place to live and get started in
life. We have extra room. —Joe Keim

Joe & Esther Keim
Savannah, OH
(419) 651-6813

jkeim@mapministry.org

I'm Larry Le-

pard, a retired
middle  school
English and

reading teacher. |
retired from my
third career in

AN

2020 at age 73 when automation and the
covid pandemic ended my job. I am now
a volunteer lesson-grader at MAP. In
church, I have been a longtime Sunday

school teacher, superintendent, Awana
commander, and elder. I wanted to serve
the Lord in retirement, so I was looking
for a Christian ministry where I could vol-
unteer a few days a week.

When I read Joe Keim's book on Kindle, I
realized that grading children's Bible stud-
ies would be the perfect volunteer job for
me. As a teacher, I had always enjoyed
grading papers and writing positive and
encouraging comments, which turns out to
be a "job requirement" at MAP.

An enjoyable part of the job is responding
to children's letters, notes, comments and
questions, and thanking them for the pic-
tures they draw and cards they make for
us. The children consider us friends and
share with us about their families, school,
farm life, and church activities. They oc-
casionally ask us challenging Bible ques-
tions.

Some lessons ask the student when and
how they accepted Christ as their Savior.

Samuel & Polly Girod
Bennington, IN
(419) 631-5162

samuel@mapministry.org

Every day we receive responses that our
lessons led someone to accept Christ, or
that the lessons have been instrumental in
spiritual growth. Some children answer
the question about accepting Christ with
replies such as, "When 1 was born,” "I
come from a Christian family,” or "I'm not
old enough to be baptized and join the
church.” Those who do not fully under-
stand salvation will find God's plan of
salvation recurring throughout their les-
sons and offering several more opportuni-
ties to accept Christ as they age.

It is gratifying to see that many teens con-
tinue to faithfully continue the Bible les-
sons after they have graduated from
school in the eighth grade. Many of the
teens share solid salvation testimo-
nies. We have a few special-needs adult
students who love to read the children's
stories and do the children's lessons.

I drive a half hour each way to volun-
teer. It is worth the time and gas for us
retirees to have the opportunity to be
"home missionaries" to thousands of stu-
dents whom we will never meet this side
of heaven and to have a strong sense of
purpose and fulfillment in our retirement
years.

If you live within driving distance, I
strongly encourage you to consider volun-
teering at MAP for the wide variety of
tasks around the office at whatever fre-
quency suits you best. —Larry Lepard

New Beginnings
(419) 962-1515
map@mapministry.org
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Moving? Receiving duplicate mailings?
Not interested in the MAP Update?
Please help us keep our database updated by noting any
corrections directly on your address label, and then

returning it to us. Thank you so much!

Living Purposefully ~ —by Mahlon Miller

Dear Mom,

I hope this letter
finds you well. I
wanted to take a
moment to explain
left the
Amish community

why 1

and how I am bet-
ter serving Jesus
Christ as a result.

As you know, my faith has al-
ways been an important part of
my life, and I have always felt a
strong connection to Jesus Christ.
However, as I grew older, I began
to feel that my faith was being
constrained by the limitations and
traditions of the Amish communi-
ty. While I respect and honor our
heritage, I realized that there was
more that I could do to serve God
and live out my faith.

After much prayer and reflection,
I made the difficult decision to
leave the Amish community and
pursue a new path that would al-
low me to better serve Jesus
Christ. This has not been an easy
journey, and I have faced many
challenges along the way. But
through it all, I have felt a deep
sense of peace and purpose,
knowing that I am following
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God's calling
for my life.

I want you to
know that I still
love and re-
spect our fami-
ly and the
Amish commu-
nity. My deci-
sion to
was not a rejection of our heritage
or values, but rather a desire to
live out my faith in a way that is
authentic and meaningful to me. I
hope that you can understand and

leave

support me in this decision, even
if it is not the path that you would
have chosen for me.

I know that our family has a deep
faith in Jesus Christ, and I believe
He is leading me on a path that
will allow me to serve Him in
new and meaningful ways. I hope
that you can continue to pray for
me and support me in this jour-
ney, even if it is not always easy
to understand.

Thank you for your love and un-
derstanding, and please know that
I will always cherish our family
and the memories we share.

With love and respect,
Mahlon
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3 Day Discipleship Training Seminar

“BECOMING TRUE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST”
Building with Fireproof Materials (1 Cor 3:11-15)

Friday, August 4th—Sunday, August 6, 2023
Six sessions will cover:
Real faith that produces real spiritual fruit (2 parts)

Godly Leadership in the Home and Church
A Functional Family-God’s Way

e Raising our children to become disciples (2 parts)

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
Eli Lee

o)
e
Joe Keim

Missionary/Counselor/Bible Teacher \3

Mission to Amish People ‘\‘)

Eli has been living with the Miskito Indian people in a
village out in the jungles of Nicaragua for the past 10 years.

W Missionary/Evangelist/Bible Teacher
¥ Religion to Relationship Ministries

Joe started MAP ministries 26 years ago and has mailed
hundreds of thousands of Bible lessons and spent countless
hours counseling people who desire to be free in Christ.

Location: Camp Lebanon Retreat Center

4464 Emmons Road, Oregonia, OH 45054
Cost: $175 for singles / $285 for couples

Food, lodging, and class material included!
Tickets: https:/religiontorelationship.org/discipleship-seminars/

Or send check to: R2R Ministries

PO Box 428, Salem, MO 65560

Write “Discipleship Seminar” in the memo.

For More Information: Call Eli Lee at (573) 537-1594




