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STUDY 4:  THE PREPARATIONS NECESSARY TO 
                    WITHSTAND TRIALS AND TEMPTATION  

TEXT: James 1:19-27  

AIM: To plant the Word of God so firmly in your heart that 

you will be prepared for temptation.  

MEMORY VERSE:  

ñBut be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving your own selvesò (James 1:22). 

INTRODUCTION:  

ñPrepare for battle!ò How often these words have caused the 

hearts and minds of soldiers to race. Yet preparation for battle 

occurs long before the battle actually takes place. Soldiers have 

to learn how to attack, how to defend, and how to care for their 

weapons, each other, and themselves. They have to prepare by 

doing exactly what they are commanded so that when orders are 

¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ǇƛǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ 
 

 

1. Preparation 1: Be quick to 

hear the Word of God  

a. By being slow to speak  

b. By being slow to anger: 

An angry man does not 

do what God says, does 

not live a righteous life  

c. By putting aside all 

moral filth  

d. By putting aside all evil  

e. By receiving the Word 

with humility  

2. Preparation 2: Be a doer 

       of the Word & not a 

       hearer only  

a. A person who only 

listens to the Word 

deceives himself: He 

soon forgets what he 

heard  

 

 

 

 

 

a. A doer of the Word is 

blessed 

 

 

 

  

3. Preparation 3: Control the 

       tongue 

 

 

 

  

4. Preparation 4: Practice 

        pure religionðvisit the 

        needy & keep yourself 

        from being corrupted by 

        the world  

D. The Preparations Neces- 

      sary to Withstand Trials & 

      Temptation, 1:19-27  

19 Wherefore, my beloved 

brethren, let every man be swift 

to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

wrath:  

20 For the wrath of man 

worketh not the righteousness of 

God.  

21 Wherefore lay apart all 

filthiness and superfluity of 

naughtiness, and receive with 

meekness the engrafted word, 

which is able to save your souls. 

22 But be ye doers of the word, 

and not hearers only, deceiving 

your own selves.  

23 For if any be a hearer of the 

word, and not a doer, he is like 

unto a man beholding his 

natural face in a glass:  

24 For he beholdeth himself, 

and goeth his way, and 

straightway forgetteth what 

manner of man he was.  

25 But whoso looketh into the 

perfect law of liberty, and 

continueth therein, he being not 

a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 

the work, this man shall be 

blessed in his deed.  

26 If any man among you seem 

to be religious, and bridleth not 

his tongue, but deceiveth his 

own heart, this manôs religion is 

vain.  

27 Pure religion and undefiled 

before God and the Father is 

this, To visit the fatherless and 

widows in their affliction, and to 

keep himself unspotted from the 

world.  
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given on the battlefield, they are quick and exact in their 

movements.  

So it is in our spiritual warfare. There are several preparations 

that must be made in order to overcome temptation. Without 

these preparations, temptation can never be conquered. 

OUTLINE:  

1. Preparation 1: be quick to hear the Word of God (vv.19-

21).  

2. Preparation 2: be a doer of the Word and not a hearer only 

(vv.22-25).  

3. Preparation 3: control the tongue (v.26).  

4. Preparation 4: practice pure religionðvisit the needy and 

keep yourself from being corrupted by the world (v.27). 

мΦ tw9t!w!¢Lhb hb9τ.9 v¦L/Y ¢h I9!w 
¢I9 ²hw5 hC Dh5 όǾǾΦмф-нмύΦ  

The thrust of these three verses is seen in v.21: receiving the 

Word so that a personôs soul will be saved. The greatest 

temptation in the world is for a person to walk through life 

doing what he wants and pleases, thereby ignoring, neglecting, 

and rejecting God. The result of this path is death (Ja.1:15). 

Therefore, if a person is to be savedðif he is to be delivered 

from the great temptation that will doom his soulðhe must 

prepare himself. He must be quick to hear the Word of God. 

How can a person make sure that he hears the Word of God? 

Make sure that he can receive the Word and save his soul? This 

passage states that he must do five things.  

1. He must be slow to speak. This means that a person must be 

willing to listen instead of speaking his own ideas about right 

and wrong and about how a person is saved. He must be willing 

to listen to Godôs Word instead of insisting upon what he 

thinks.  

2. He must be slow to wrath or anger. This means at least two 

things.  

Ý A person must not react against what God says about 

temptation and sin nor about what God says about 

salvation. If a person reacts against Godôs plan of 

salvation and follows his own plan, he is dooming 

himself. No person can ever be saved or conquer 

temptation if he reacts in anger against Godôs Word of 

salvation and righteousness.  

Ý A person must not become angry and act against others 

in wrath. Anger and wrath disturb and distract. An angry 

person cannot focus his thoughts and spirit upon Godôs 

Word, not enough to hear what the Word is saying. An 

angry person cannot do what God says; he cannot live 

righteously nor receive the righteousness of Godôs 

salvation (v.20).  

3. He must put aside all filthiness. The picture is that of taking 

off a dirty garment and putting it aside. A person must put off 

every dirty thing and lay it off to the side away from himself. If 

he enjoys the dirt and filth, then his mind will not be clear, not 

enough to hear the Word of God. William Barclay makes the 

point that the word for ñfilthinessò is sometimes used to refer to 

wax in the ear.16 The picture is descriptive: a person with wax 

in the ear cannot hear the Word of God, not clearly. Therefore, 

he must take the wax out of his ear and put it away or else he 

will be deaf to the Word of God.  

4. He must put aside all that remains of naughtiness, 

wickedness, and evil. The idea is this: even after putting aside 

all filthiness, there will still be some naughtiness or wickedness 

that will show up within us. Therefore, we must be alert to these 

uprisings and put them off or lay them aside as well.  

5. He must receive the Word of God with meekness. He must 

be as a child before God our Father, that is, sit before Him 

meekly just as a child does his father. The idea is that we must 

be humble, gentle, quiet, and attentive in listening to the Word 

of God.  

Note the word ñengraftedò in verse 21. It means to implant; to 

be born within. When a person listens to and hears the Word of 

God, the Word is planted within his heart and life. What God 

says is actually born within his heart, and the person hears 

exactly what God says. The personôs soul is thereby saved, and 

he conquers and triumphs over all temptation, including the 

terrible temptation to reject God and live as he wants. He is 

saved to live eternally with God. The first preparation a person 

must make to withstand temptation is to be quick to hear the 

Word of God.  

ñBut that on the good ground are they, which in an 

honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep 

it, and bring forth fruit with patienceò (Lu.8:15).  

ILLUSTRATION:  

We must allow God to test our hearts. We must not only let 

His Word stir us inside but also let it come alive within us, 

search us, change us. Jesus described this vital fact with the 

picture of the Sower and the seed. Consider the important 

teaching concerning the seed of the Word of God in the 

following quote: 

ñThe heart, that is so prone to be deceitful, must first be 

dealt with. The good seed is only fruitful in a ñgood and 

honest heart.ò17  

____________________  

16 William Barclay. The Letters of James and Peter, p.66.  
17 James Smith. Handfuls on Purpose, 10 vols. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans 

Publishing Co., 1947), 7:108. 
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We must live and do the Word of God, not just hear it. Note 

three points.  

1.  The person who only hears and knows the Word deceives 

himself. If a person thinks that he can hear and learn the Word 

of God and then go out and live as he wants, he deceives 

himself.  

APPLICATION:  

There are many who sit under the Word of God week after 

week, and they learn and know as much of the Word as 

anyone. They think that their listening and learning makes 

them acceptable to God, that it makes them safe and secure. 

When they slip into sin, they feel that they can ask God for 

forgiveness and that He will forgive them. They feel that God 

would never reject them. But note something, the most critical 

fact: God does not accept us because we hear and know the 

Word nor because we confess our sins. Each of these are 

necessary and very important, but they are not enough.  

Ý God accepts us because we confess and repent. 

Repentance means that we turn away from our sins and 

turn to God. God accepts us because we turn to Him 

and live for Him. When we believe Godðreally 

believe Himðthen we trust and follow Him, doing 

exactly what He says.  

2. The person who only hears and knows the Word soon forgets 

what he has heard. If a person does not practice what he learns, 

it soon fades from memory. It is simply forgotten, and it never 

becomes a part of the personôs life. He is like the person who 

looks in a mirror to see if he needs to do anything to his 

appearance, but walks away and thinks of something else. 

APPLICATION:  

How much like what happens so often. We hear the Word and 

are convicted of some defect, some shortcoming, some failure 

that we need to clean up. But as soon as we walk out from 

under the Word, we are distracted by the world and its affairs 

and we soon forget to do what the Word of God told us to 

doðwhat God Himself has told us to do.  

3. The person who obeys and does the Word of God is blessed. 

Note that the Word of God is called the perfect law of liberty. 

This means that the Word of God will set a person free from the 

bondages of sin and death. The Word of God will free a person 

from all the temptations of this life and give him the full and 

victorious life for which his soul longsða life that will continue 

on and on eternally with God.  

A person who obeys and lives the Word of God will find that he 

is freed from all that enslaves his soul upon earth. He will 

discover love, joy, and peaceða soul that soars with a sense 

of...  

ñFor not the hearers of the law are just before God, 

but the doers of the law shall be justifiedò (Ro.2:13). 

ILLUSTRATION: 

Our obedience to Godôs Word must follow our hearing it. 

Without obedience, any attempt to be religious is worthless.  

The story is told of two believers discussing how wonderful 

it would be to tour the Holy Land. This was their 

conversation: 

Believer 1: ñWouldnôt it be fantastic to go to the Holy  

        Land, stand on top of Mt. Sinai, and shout  

        out the Ten Commandments right from the  

        very mountain where Moses received them?ò  

Believer 2: ñYes, it sure would. But do you know what  

        would be even better?ò  

Believer 1: ñWhatôs that?ò  

Believer 2: ñIf we kept them.ò18  

God does not expect us  to be perfect, but He does expect us to 

be  faithful.  

____________________  

18 Based on Michael P. Greenôs 1500 Illustrations for Biblical Preaching. (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1989), #984.  

QUESTIONS:  

1. What hinders you from hearing Godôs Word?  

2. What specific things can you do to keep an open 

heart toward the Word of God?  

¶ Freedom and liberty 

¶ Purpose and meaning 

¶ Security and safety 

¶ Victory over temptation 

¶ Joy and rejoicing 

¶ Assurance and confidence 

¶ Life over death 

¶ Deliverance from sin 

QUESTIONS:  

1. What are some practical ways you can be a doer 

of the Word?  

2. Why is repentance such a necessary step in 

doing Godôs Word?  

3. How has obeying Godôs Word been a source of 

real freedom for you?  
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If a person thinks that he is religious, that is, acceptable to God, 

and he does not bridle his tongue, he deceives himself. No 

matter what he thinks or professes, his religion is empty. The 

person may be active and very faithful in his religious worship 

and service, but he is loose with his tongueé 

¶ interrupting and dominating the conversation  

¶ being easily provoked and lashing out at others  

¶ gossiping and telling tales  

¶ criticizing and murmuring  

¶ judging and condemning others  

¶ using slang and cursing  

¶ engaging in suggestive and off-colored talk  

As stated, no matter what a person thinksðno matter how 

religious he isðif he does not bridle his tongue, he deceives 

himself. His religion is empty. He does not please God and is 

thereby unacceptable to God. For a person to withstand and to 

conquer temptation, he must bridle his tongue. This is the third 

preparation necessary to conquer temptations.  

ñWhoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth 

his soul from troublesò (Pr.21:23).  

пΦ tw9t!w!¢Lhb Ch¦wΥ tw!/¢L/9 t¦w9       
w9[LDLhbτ±L{L¢ ¢I9 b995¸ !b5 Y99t       
¸h¦w{9[C Cwha .9LbD /hww¦t¢95 .¸       
¢I9 ²hw[5 όǾΦнтύΦ  

Two things are said to be necessary in this preparation.  

1. A person must visit the fatherless and widows in their 

affliction. This certainly would apply to visiting all who have 

need within a community, those who are...  

Whatever their need, God expects us to visit them. He expects 

us to reach our community. Letting the community know that 

one really cares will cause many to call upon the believers of 

the church when the hour of crisis strikes, and it will strike, for 

it strikes us all. In addition to this, every church should, of 

course, have genuine believers who can share Christ with the 

lost.  

2. A person must keep himself unspotted from the world. Pure 

religion does not become corrupted with false beliefs or with 

false religion. It holds to the purity of the gospel and to the 

Word of God.  

Pure religion focuses upon the power of God to change lives 

eternally and it reaches out to change peopleôs lives by visiting 

them. Pure religion does not become morally corrupt; it does 

not become entangled with the affairs and pleasures of this 

world. True religion stirs people to separate themselves from 

the things of this world that arouse their fleshly desires and 

cravings. This is a necessary preparation if a person is to 

conquer the temptations and sins of this world.  

ñBlessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 

Godò (Mt.5:8).  

ILLUSTRATION:  

There is an old quote that says, ñQuite often when a man 

thinks his mind is getting broader, itôs only his conscience 

stretching.ò Listen to the pointed words of one motherôs son 

as he describes it further:  

A mother was helping her son one day with his spelling 

assignment and they came to the words conscious and 

conscience. She asked her son, ñDo you know the difference 

between these two words?ò  

He immediately replied, ñSure, Mom. Conscious is when 

you are aware of something. And conscience is when you 

wish you werenôt.ò19  

If we are to keep ourselves pure, we must listen to the 

warnings of the Holy Spirit and not allow the world to corrupt 

us.  

____________________  

19 Godôs Little Devotional Book. (Tulsa, OK: Honor Books, Inc., 1995), pp.280-81.  

QUESTIONS:  

1. Why must the Christian believer in particular 

control his tongue?  

2. In what kinds of situation do you have trouble 

controlling your tongue? How can you 

overcome the temptation to speak unwisely?  

¶ Orphaned 

¶ Widowed 

¶ Shut-in  

¶ Newcomers 

¶ Lost or unsaved 

¶ Fatherless or motherless 

¶ Bedridden 

¶ Lonely 

¶ grieved 

QUESTIONS:  

1. In everyday society, what does it mean to have 

pure religion? To truly minister to others?  

2. Whose life can you touch today with a caring 

visit? A helping hand?  



The Amish Voice                       5 

 

Godôs Word has so much to teach us 

about womanhood and its beautiful place 

to play in Godôs plan on earth. So many 

of these truths are missed, forgotten, and 

ever perverted by false religion. Letôs go 

to the Word to find some of these.  

First of all, I would like to visit the book 

of beginnings, Genesis chapter 2:18ï25. 

Here we see that God declared it was not 

good for the man to be alone, and that He 

creates the woman to be a helper for him. 

We see that the two were created as equal 

counterparts, intended to work together. 

Both needed. Both valued - to create to-

gether an earthly picture of a perfect 

God. Alone, man can not completely de-

pict God. Alone, a woman cannot depict 

God. However, each of them separately 

shares part of Godôs divine nature, and 

together, in Godôs will, walking out His 

standard for marriage, they share a beau-

tiful picture of our amazing God.  

The enemy has done so much to pervert 

and twist this amazing picture - in fact, 

he has gone to great lengths to do so. 

Already, we see him at work in Genesis 

3, where the serpent approaches Eve to 

get her to act independently of Adam so 

he could tempt her to eat of the forbidden 

fruit. As a result, she was deceived. We 

also see Adam, who was with his wife, 

go silent and not take leadership to pro-

tect his wife, and instead to join in this 

with her.  

As a result, a curse came upon them 

both. This curse was never part of Godôs 

plan- it was something that happened as a 

result of both the man and the woman 

disobeying Godôs divine design for them. 

With this curse came several aspects, but 

the one I want to cover today is the one 

found in the last part of verse 16, where 

God says to Eve, ñThy desire shall be to 

thy husband, and he shall rule over 

thee.ò 

There are many and varying explanations 

and translations for this, but most of 

them express that the relationship be-

tween husband and wife changed that 

day and that Adam had a more dominat-

ing relationship with his wife from that 

day forward.  

Donôt we as women all understand well 

the phrase that ñher desire shall be for, or  

SUMMARY: 

We must be prepared for trials and temptations. It is not a question of whether trials will come; it is only a matter of when they 

will come. That is one reason the Word of God is so important in helping us to stand true during times of testing.  

As believers, we should be glad to hear the Word of God. We should accept it with great joy and treasure it in our hearts. After 

all, the same Word that saved us from sin has the power to keep us from sin. But we must apply it to our hearts so that we will 

be prepared to fight temptation. We must do four things: We must: 

1. Be quick to hear the Word of God.  

2. Be a doer of the Word and not a hearer only.  

3. Control the tongue.  

4. Practice pure religionðvisit the needy and keep ourselves from being corrupted by the world.  

PERSONAL JOURNAL 

NOTES: 

(Reflection and Response) 

1. The most important thing 

that I learned from this 

lesson was: 

2. The thing that I need to 

work on the most is: 

3. I can apply this lesson to 

my life by: 

4. Closing Prayer of 

commitment: 
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toward, her husband?ò We long for our 

husband to love us, to understand us, to 

spend time with us. As women, we often 

feel that we are at the mercy of his long 

hours at work or whatever may be taking 

his attentions.  

The good news is that Jesus came to be 

the curse for us! 

Jon Bloom, from Desiring God, says this:  

Galatians 3:13 tells us that Christ hath 

redeemed us from the curse of the law. 

This is great news! This means we no 

longer need to live under the curses that 

sin brought - if we submit our lives to 

Christ and are redeemed! We get to walk 

in true intimacy with Him! 

Religion and different cultures have done 

much to oppress women. The truth is that 

God created women as a beautiful repre-

sentation of the softer, creative, nurturing 

aspects of Himself, and woman was cre-

ated as a helper for the man. Lest we be-

come offended that we are ñhelpers,ò I 

would like to point out that the Hebrew 

word used for helper was actually the 

same word used for the Holy Spirit being 

our helper. I donôt believe this means we 

are to be the Holy Spirit to our husbands, 

but I do believe that it gives us an idea of 

the importance of our role and the influ-

ence that we have. It is not a lesser or 

lower place. It is a different role from the 

man. We need to embrace our role as 

wives and as women, and realize that we 

were carefully designed and created in 

Godôs image, and we are valuable and 

unique, and not created as lesser than 

men.  

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 11:11ï12 tells us that the 

woman and the man are not independent 

of each other or more important than 

each other but the woman came from the 

man and the man came through the wom-

an, but all things are from God.  

We do not need to feel threatened by or 

jealous of men, for they represent the 

Lord as well, and are uniquely designed 

to carry a different side of His nature. 

TOGETHER we carry out His plans and 

His purposes!  

Today I would simply like to encourage 

all women of all ages, backgrounds, and 

races: embrace yourself for who you are 

as a woman! Embrace your femininity as 

a glorious gift from God, and embrace 

the opportunity that we have to carry this 

part of Godôs nature to the world, and 

that we get to partner with Godôs dear 

sons who carry a different  

part of His nature.   

9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŀƴƘƻƻŘ - ŦǊƻƳ tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ tŀƎŜ 

Do you see what happened? As long 

as Adam and Eve believed God, they 

would have life ð abundant life, full 

of the joy of sweet fellowship with 

their Father. Trusting God with all 

their heart would have protected 

them. 

But, when they listened to a deceiver 

and trusted in their own 

understanding (Proverbs 3:5), it 

opened to them a world of horror. 

Their eyes, and the eyes of all of us 

descendants, were opened to evil and 

blinding complexities that none of us 

have the capacity to grasp. Fear and 

self-worship turned us pathologically 

selfish. We became susceptible to all 

sorts of deception. 

God pronounced a curse on them 

that we, who sin like them, have 

inherited (Genesis 3:17ï19). Death 

entered the human experience and 

with it all sorts of affliction and 

trouble. 

When Jesus said, ñI am the 

resurrection and the life,ò what He 

meant was that He had come to 

reverse this curse.  

ñFor as in Adam all die, even so in 

Christ shall all be made aliveò (1 

Corinthians 15:22).  

Jesus came to bear ñour sins in his 

own body on the tree, that we, being 

dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousnessò (1 Peter 2:24).  

ñFor the wages of sin is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lordò (Romans 

6:23). 

But Jesus only reverses the curse for 

all who will believe in him. Thatôs 

why He says, ñHe that believeth in 

me, though he were dead, yet shall he 

liveò (John 11:25). 

Why is believing so crucial to Jesus? 

Because the fall of Adam and Eve 

was the failure to believe in God. 

ñWho changed the truth of God into a 

lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who 

is blessed for everò (Romans 1:25). 

This is a dishonoring, a treason of 

such magnitude that a holy God 

cannot tolerate and be righteous. Such 

guilt must receive its just penalty. 

ñFor God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting 

lifeò (John 3:16). Jesus pays the 

penalty for this treason by bearing the 

curse (Galatians 3:13) for everyone 

who will trust His word over Satanôs 

or their own understanding. And 

everyone who believes in Him will be 

raised from the dead, just as Jesus 

was resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:52ï

53). And more than thaté1 

_____________ 
1 Bloom, Jon. ñJesus Came to Reverse the Curse.ò 

Desiring God, 3 May 2013, 

www.desiringgod.org/articles/jesus-came-to-

reverse-the-curse. 
9b5 
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For several years, the Lord has burdened 

me to host a conferenceða conference 

where people from all walks of life gath-

er together in one place to get challenged 

and be encouraged to walk in the fullness 

of God. In 2020, Joseph Graber, myself 

and a few other godly men met in 

Holmes County to discuss the details, 

come up with a date and find a place to 

meet, but it never happened. Iôm not sure 

why, other than it was not Godôs timing.  

But now that we have entered 2021, I am 

thoroughly convinced that we must move 

forward with this conference. 

The conference dates are set for March 

25, 26, and 27 of this year.  You are in-

vited to come.  In fact, I ask you with a 

sincere heart, to seriously pray and seek 

the heart of God before you just shrug 

this invitation off and continue on with 

your life as it is. 

Consider that this is our generation.  It is 

our turn to make an eternal impact.  Oth-

ers before us had their chance.  Now it is 

ours.   

So, come on, move away from your com-

fort zone and join us this March for the 

Step Out of the Boat Conference.  I 

promise, you will be challenged to get 

busy about our heavenly Fatherôs busi-

ness, as well as encouraged in your faith. 

You desperately need it, and so do we! 

As the world gets darker, dives deeper 

into the pit of sin, and godlessness and 

persecution begin to show up at our own 

doorsteps, one thing is more and more 

clear:  you need me and I need you.   

Letôs put our petty differences aside, and 

together, fall at the feet of Jesus and ask 

for His mercy and anointing.    

What to expect: 

1. Common people like yourself who 

want more of God, but donôt really 

know how to get out of the rut and 

stay out. 

2. Fifteen to twenty men of God, filled 

with the Spirit, are scheduled to 

preach and share their testimonies.   

3. Jimmi DeLay, a preacher and friend 

of mine, will lead us in worship.  

4. Times of prayer will be offered up 

on behalf of those who are desperate 

for more of God in their life.   

The conference will begin right at 7pm 

on Thursday, March 25, go all day Friday 

and end about noon on Saturday.  A light 

breakfast (Friday and Saturday) and full 

meals (Friday) will be included.  If you 

need a place to stay for the night, you can 

either stay at a local motel in Ashland, 

OH, or we will find a home for you.   

We are requesting that attendees register 

for the conference.  It is the only way for 

us to know how much food to prepare.  

We are also suggesting a registration 

payment of $25/person, $40/couple, or 

$60/family when you register.   

Date: March 25, 26, and 27 

Place: Bethel Baptist Church 

Location: Savannah, OH (15 minutes 

from downtown Ashland, OH) 

Address: 575 US-250, Greenwich, OH 

Phone: (419) 962-1515 

You can register in the following ways: 

1. Send a letter with all the names com-

ing to the conference.  Please include 

the age of anyone 12 and under. 

(Childrenôs program and nursery 

provided throughout conference.)  

2. Call our office at (419) 962-1515. 

If you come just as you are é expecting 

God to move in your life é I assure you   

that you will leave a totally changed per-

son, on fire for God!!!  

Bring your family and your friends.  Do 

not miss this life changing event.   

 

Matthew 14:28-29 

And Peter answered Him and said, Lord, 

if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on 

the water. And he said, Come. And when 

Peter was come down out of the ship, he 

walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  

 

This ñcomeò was spoken by the One who 

made all things (John 1:3), and this one 

word had just as much power in it as the 

words that were spoken at creation. This 

was where the power came from for Pe-

ter to walk on the water. Likewise, any 

word spoken to us by God carries in it-

self the anointing and power it takes to 

fulfill that word if we will release it by 

believing it and acting on it. 

Despite all the criticism that might be 

said about Peter in this instance, he did 

walk on the water. There were eleven 

other disciples in the boat. Although they 

clearly saw Jesus and Peter walking on 

the water, they still did not participate. 

One of the important steps in receiving a 

miracle from God is to leave the security 

of your natural resources (step out of 

your boat), and put yourself in the posi-

tion where a miracle from God has to 

hold you up. God is no respecter of per-

sons (Romans 2:11). Any of the disciples 

could have walked on the water if they 

would have asked - and stepped out of 

the boat.  

{ǘŜǇ hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘ Conference 
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