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—by Joe Keim

Dear Friend:

When I was 15 years old, an English couple—man and wom-
an—started showing up on my dad’s farm every couple of days.
One had a scratch pad. The other had a camera. They asked
many questions, and every once in a while, we would catch the
camera man taking pictures. He was very sneaky, knowing that
we did not approve. After about two months, they suddenly
stopped coming. We weren’t sure who they were, nor did we
know their agenda, at least I
didn’t. But one day, we learned

373,845 Amish People Live in the USA, Canada, and South America

got saved. Those who were saved in the 50’s pioneered and
paved the way for the rest of us. They were excommunicated and
cut off from their families, much like what is happening today.

Even now, revival seems to be breaking out in various communi-
ties in America. Both young and old are being saved and are
hungering for more. Sometimes, one spouse gets saved and the
other doesn’t. Recently I talked with an Amish man who would
not give me his name or loca-
tion. He and his wife are

* A New Amish Community is formed, on average, every 3-1/2 weeks.

that our pictures and stories
were showing up on the front
pages of a Cleveland newspa-
per. Before long, other newspa-
pers were picking up the stories
and reprinting them.

My parents were not happy
about it. However, we were
told that since we did not pose

for the pictures, and the articles M. Amish

just showed up in a newspaper, SR
we could keep the pictures and

stories. Most of those pictures and articles have gotten lost over
the years. That is, except for one of my dad and grandpa, work-

ing in the machine shop.

In 1982, the Amish population was still small. Unless you lived
among us, you would not have known what an Amish person
was. Today, the Amish population has reached close to 370,000
and is doubling in size every 20 years. About 40 Amish subcul-
tures live in the US, Canada, and South America. In the US
alone, there are about 600 settlements scattered throughout 32
states. The most populated state is PA, running at about 87,000.
Learn more at: mapministry.org/about/who-are-the-amish.

At times, particularly in the 50’s, there were instances of revival
in parts of OH and PA. In each revival, members of the Amish

Joe & Esther Keim

Savannah, OH
(419) 651-6813

jkeim@mapministry.org

*The Amish population moy exceed 1,000,000 by 2050
* The Amish population doubles every 20 years.

Samuel & Polly Girod
Bennington, IN
(419) 631-5162

samuel@mapministry.org

searching, fearful, counting the
cost, and wondering what will
happen if they open up about
their newly found faith and
hunger for Bible studies. He
o lay, said, “Joe, we will soon be-
i come outcasts in our own com-
munity, and then we will need a
local church. We do not want to
join a worldly church. Where
do we go? What do we do?”

As the population continues to
grow, so do the problems. We get frequent calls from taxi driv-
ers, Children’s Services, hospitals, police departments, and Eng-
lish neighbors asking for help. Several years ago, a prosecuting
attorney in MO called, asking for advice. Last week, a detective
from WI called, again asking for advice and also Dutch speaking
interpreters. In both cases, older brothers were having sex with
their younger sisters, and in both cases, the young sister ended
up pregnant.

While numerous communities are divided over the legal or reli-
gious issues of today, members are splitting ways, moving out,
and starting up new communities in America. Just last night, in
our Bible study group, one of the Amish attendees shared that 50
people in their church got up and walked out last Sunday. Just
like that.
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Moving? Receiving duplicate mailings?
Not interested in the MAP Update?

Please help us keep our database updated by noting any
corrections directly on your address label, and then
returning it to us. Thank you so much!

Earlier this week, I had to stop at our lo-
cal courthouse. In the parking lot, I found
five horse and buggies tied up to light
poles. In this case, we have an Amish
community within 10 minutes of the min-
istry who are refusing to add blinkers to
their buggies for night time visibility. For
months, they have refused to pay the -
fines. For months, law enforcement has tried to be kind and pa-
tient—continually trying to educate and help this community
better understand why blinkers are necessary. Still, the very large
community of Amish refuses to budge. Sadly, many Amish peo-
ple in this community have paid with their lives, simply because
the church leadership will not allow their members to add extra
lighting or reflection tape on their buggies.

While all this tends to overwhelm me at times, there is one other
thing that probably pains me more than anything else. That is,
there are some men, some ministries, out there who are preach-
ing a false and perverted gospel. These men have charismatic
personalities, and they know how to draw the innocent into their
nets. And it is just that—their own nets, their own agenda. While
my flesh would like to point these men out by name, I don’t be-
lieve it would benefit either one of us if I did so. On the other
hand, will you join us in praying that God would protect the ones
who are searching for more? These perverters of the simple,
powerful, pure, priceless gospel know just how to add the right
amount of truth in with their own poison. When you really get to
know them, they do not attend a local church—all local church-
es, in their eyes, are unbiblical. These men do not have much
accountability, and they don’t want any. They are often arrogant,
filled with pride, and full of self.

The apostle Paul dealt with the same kind of men in his day.
Paul writes to the young church in Galatia:
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“Which is not another [gospel],; but there be some that trou-
ble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. (Galatians 1:7-8).

' [ grew up Amish. Today marks
10 years that I graduated Sth
grade in the year of 2012. No, 1
didn’t go to high school or col-
lege. At 13 years old, I started
a full-time job doing roofing,
P construction,  building  pole
sheds, concrete & some remodeling work. I lived at home with
my family. All of the money I earned went to my family. I did get
some cash for food and drinks here and there. But then, on April
23, 2017, I made a life changing decision when [ was 18. I left
home with $200 cash an a suitcase with a couple of belongings.
But I had a mindset to win! With me moving four hours away
from home, I had to hire a driver and pay $240 just to get to my
new home, so I was already $40 down. I started my journey and
it’s brought me to here at 23 years old driving down the road! 1
don’t want anybody feeling bad for anything here, but to see that
anything is possible if you put your mind to it! With all this being
done, it’s made me who I am today! Don’t doubt your worth.
Pick up your life and take it where God intended it to be.



